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                      MINUTES OF MEETING 

TERALBA QUARRY 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (CCC) 

Held on site at the Quarry, Rhondda Rd, Teralba  

  
DATE:     Wednesday 15 May 2024 

MEETING COMMENCED:  3.42pm 

The project presentation forms as an attachment to these minutes.

 

PRESENT ORGANISATION 

Lisa Andrews (LA) Independent Chairperson 

Richard Metcalf (RM) Teralba Public School  

Mo Yunusa (MY) Metromix – Manager of Quarries 

Colin Wright (CW) Community Representative (arrived at 3.48pm) 

Darryn Bosch (DB) Metromix – Teralba Quarry Manager 

Dominic Edmonds (DE) Lake Macquarie Council’s Coordinator Natural Assets (alternate delegate) 

Vik Nath (VN) Metromix - Quarry Territory Account Manager 

Ron Taranto (RT) Metromix – Driver (observer) 

 

APOLOGIES:  

 

Cr Jason Pauling Lake Macquarie City Council delegate 

 

ITEM ACTION 

1.0 Welcome and Introductions 

LA opened the meeting at 3.42pm and welcomed all.  MY provided an induction and all 

attendees signed the necessary paperwork.   

 

2.0 Apologies 

Cr Jason Pauling. 

 

3.0  Declaration of Interest 

LA advised that she was appointed by the Secretary of the Department of Planning, as 

the Independent Chairperson for Teralba Quarry.   Hard copies of governance forms 

given to members for their completion at the meeting.. 

 

4.0   Business arising from Previous Minutes 

LA asked that the previous minutes of Thursday 11 May 2023 were finalised on 29 May 

2023.  There were 2 Action Items from that meeting. 

 

Action Items: 
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ITEM ACTION 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION  RESPONSIBILITY 

1 Write to Teralba Public School P & C inviting them to 

provide a representative on the CCC.  Complete.  RM 

advised that he had placed information in the school 

newsletter and that the matter would also be raised 

that this evening’s P&C meeting. 

LA 

2 Consider invitation to Local MP (Greg Piper) to attend 

the next CCC and inspection of site.  Complete.  LA 

wrote to Mr Piper’s office who acknowledged receipt 

of the invitation.  Unfortunately, as Speaker of the 

House, Mr Piper’s calendar didn’t allow for his 

attendance.  LA to write advising of the 2025 date 

and extending invitation to make arrangements with 

MY to attend the site at any time when convenient. 

MY 

5.0 Correspondence 

As per meeting notice: 

 19/5/23 – Email to members with draft minutes for review. 

 29/5/23 – Email to members with finalised minutes. 

 31/8/23 – Annual Report to Department of Planning regarding the operation of 

this CCC. 

 2/5/24 – Email to members with Meeting Notice & Agenda for this meeting. 

 3/5/24 – Letter to Teralba P&C inviting them to nominate a delegate on this 

CCC. 

 3/5/24 – Letter to Greg Piper MP inviting him to a future CCC. 

 7/5/24 – *Letter from Greg Piper’s office advising he was unavailable to attend 

the meeting. 

Received 

6.0 Reports/Updates - 2023 

Sales – 861,437 tonnes 

No. of Blasts – 26 

 

Community Support:  (Donations) 

 $3,000 to the Teralba Bowling Club for club jerseys and a tournament 

 $5,000 to the Adelyn Reckwell’s journey through Neuroblastoma 

 $500 towards Mo Yunusa’s St Vincent’s CEP Sleepout.  MY raised 

approximately $8.5k. 

 $17,000 to Teralba Public School to re-turf 

 

RM commented on the recent placement of artificial turf at the school, funded by 

Metromix.  He stated that in total, Teralba Public School has received $125,000 to 

assist with much needed improvements. 

 

Community Complaints: 

 

Metromix received one complaint from the community on 5 July 2023 via the NSW 
Environment Protection Authority (EPA). The complainant stated that during the 
past six months, they had experienced an increase in dust settling on their 
property. The complainant alleged the dust was coming from Teralba Quarry, with 
the dust most evident with corresponding winds from the north, north-west. 
Secondly, the complainant stated they travel daily on Rhondda Road, and alleged 
the north bound lane, from the exit of the quarry for approximately 400m to 500m, 
is a different colour to the rest of the road. They assumed that this is a result of 
sediment tracking from the quarry. The complainant stated that the sediment 
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ITEM ACTION 

material on this section of the road turns into a slurry during and after rain, and 
becomes very slippery and dangerous to drive on.  
 
Metromix conducted an investigation into its activities in the preceding 6 months 
and concluded that the quarry executed appropriate controls to manage dust 
emissions and sediment tracking. This was communicated to the EPA on the 12th of 
July. 
 
No response from EPA after providing detailed investigation. 
 

Non Compliances: 

There were two Non-compliances during the reporting period.  
i) Condition L2.4 of EPL 536 and Condition 26 of Project Approval 10_0183.  
A heavy rain event occurred at the Quarry on the 22nd of February whereby 
195mm of rain was recorded in a 12hr period. This level of rainfall far exceeded the 
5-day 90th percentile event of 51.8mm for the Newcastle region, as specified in the 
Blue Book (Landcom, 2004). This resulted in a Total Suspended Solid (TSS) reading 
of 95mg/L from EPA 5. An additional water sample was taken on the 1st of March 
which yielded a TSS reading of 12mg/L which confirmed that the water 
management system was back to operating effectively.  
 
ii) Schedule 3 Condition 32 of PA 10_0183. EPA issued Metromix with a letter on 
the 13th of December in response to EPA sighting sediment being tracked onto 
Rhondda Road. Metromix reported this non-compliance to DPIE on 15 December 
and submitted a follow up report on 20 December. In response Metromix identified 
that the Top Wheel Wash was worn out and therefore not adequately cleaning 
trucks leaving the site via Rhondda Road. Metromix sought quotes to replace the 
Top Wheel Wash and in the interim increased the frequency of street sweeping 
Rhondda Road from fortnightly to weekly. 

 

The new unit was fabricated and installed in April 2024 and now achieves the desired 

results. 

 

IEA 

An Independent Environmental Audit was undertaken during the reporting period on 6 
February 2023, however the audit considered the period between January 2020 to 
January 2023 and is therefore not relevant for compliance over the Annual Review 
reporting period. The audit was undertaken by James Hart of James Hart Consulting, 
who provided recommendations based on ten identified non-compliances. The ten 
non-compliances and their corresponding recommendations, followed by Metromix’s 
responses are shown in Slides 10 and 11 of the presentation. 

 

On Going Monitoring: 

           (i) Water Management Plan 

           (ii) Air Management Plan 

           (iii) Noise Management Plan 

           (iv) Blasting Management Plan; and 

           (v) Transport Management Plan. 

 

Monitoring Results 

 See Slide 13 for (i) Water Monitoring (EPA 4 Discharge Point) 

 See Slide 14 for (i) Water Monitoring (EPA 5 Discharge Point) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No exceedences. 

 

 

See Slides 7 & 8 

for photographs 
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ITEM ACTION 

 See Slide 15 for (ii) Air Monitoring (Deposited Dust) 

 See Slide 16 for (ii) Air Monitoring (Particulate Matter 10)  

 See Slide 17 for (iii) Blast Monitoring 

 See Slide 18 for (v) Transport Monitoring 

 

Comment by RM that the Depositional Dust Monitor at the School in York Street will 

need to be moved in approximately 12-18 months due to the construction of a new pre-

school on site. 

 

RM asked how many trucks Metromix owned.  MY advised 6-7 tippers, 11 subcontractor 

trucks that cart for them, as well as local customers that come to site with their own 

trucks. 

 

Lower Level Management Plans, managed by Mining Operation Services. 

• Methane has only been detected above trace (ie. negligible) levels at Mid Pit  
• Over the 8+ years of monitoring, methane levels have continued to fall from +5% to 

0.2 – 0.4%  
• During this period, there has never been a mixture capable of ignition because 

higher methane levels occur with higher carbon dioxide values and hence lower 
oxygen  

• None of these mixtures have been capable of forming an explosive mixture with 
fresh air  

• The only noxious gas that has been detected in any sample, both on the surface 
and from the underground workings, is carbon monoxide  

• The National Environment Protection (Ambient Air Quality) Measure (NEPM) 
standard for carbon monoxide is 1 ppm  

• The volume of underground atmosphere released that may contain carbon 
monoxide is very small and would be quickly dispersed into the atmosphere  

• The underground workings in the Northern Extended Colliery reportedly had areas 
where hydrogen sulphide (H2S) occurred. The personal gas monitors at Teralba 
have a H2S sensor head but there has never been H2S detected in any surface or 
underground sample. 

 

Ongoing Rehabilitation and Weeding Program 

During the reporting period, Sky Land Management (SLM) was commissioned for 
ongoing management of rehabilitation works, replacing the previous rehabilitation 
provider (T.E.N.T.A.C.L.E. Inc).  
SLM developed an annual weed control schedule to follow that prioritises and targets 
specific weed species.  
 
During 2023 a total of 1,100 native trees, shrubs and grasses were planted in the 
western portion of the Quarry along completed silt cells.  
 
A total of 12 different native species were planted during the reporting period which 
consisted of the following:  

 35 Hickory Wattle - Acacia implexa  

 85 Juniper Wattle - Acacia ulicifolia  

 25 Spotted Gum – Corymbia maculata  

 45 White Mahogany – Eucalyptus acmenoides  

 45 Grey Ironbark – Eucalyptus paniculata  

 45 Broad-leaved White Mahogany – Eucalyptus umbra  

 45 Sydney Red Gum - Angophora costata  

Slide 16 

Slide 17 

Slide 18 
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See Slide 22 for 

schedule. 
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ITEM ACTION 

 200 Wiry Panic – Entolasia stricta  

 200 Cogon Grass – Imperata cylindrical 

 200 Kangaroo Grass – Themeda australis  

 90 Basket Grass - Lomandra longifolia  

 85 Gorse Bitter Pea – Daviesia ulicifolia 
 

Further discussion regarding weed management.  DE asked if Pampass Grass was 

proposed to be removed.  MY confirmed that SLM will be on site next week to spray.  DE 

suggested that other weeds, such as boneseed and groundsel be targeted.  MY 

requested DE provide him with the names of the weeds so that they could be forwarded 

through to SLM.  Action. 

 

11 Nesting Box Monitoring Program 

Nesting boxes were inspected on 27th September 2023 by Echo Ecology and Surveying 
and the results of this report are summarised below:  
• No target species, namely squirrel gliders, little lorikeets or microbats, were 

observed in the nesting boxes during the inspection.  
• No sugar gliders were observed in the nesting boxes during the inspection.  
• A further 31 nesting boxes contained leaves with depressions like those created by 

Gliders, indicating that these boxes are used by either Squirrel or Sugar Gliders for 
sheltering.  

• A total of 11 boxes had leaves present (but no defined nest) indicating that animals 
had visited the nesting boxes.  

• One box was found to be occupied by native bees  
• Termites were found in eight of the boxes.  
• No feral honey bees were observed. 

 

Extraction 

In 2023 approx 1,124,053t was extracted of which approx 72,175t was overburden 
material. 
 

Rehabilitation 

2023 rehab campaign used a total of 0.92Ha of seed mix and 1,100 plants. Prior to 
planting, the seed mix consisting of native tree, grass, and shrub species was spread 
across the site. Observations throughout the year found that a considerable amount of 
the seedlings had emerged. 
 
A total of 550 tubestock and 0.6Ha of seed mix were planted in early April 2024.  
 

2024 Annual Environmental Review  

Submitted to the DPHI on 28/03/2024. We are still awaiting a response from DPIE  
 
Organisational Changes 
• New maintenance team consisting of Britten Engineering and Rapmund Engineering  
• Vik Nath is now the permanent Quarries Territory Account Manager  
• Kirsten McClay joined the business as the Weighbridge & Administration Assistant 

Renee Young has been promoted to the Quarries Compliance Administrator 
 

Changes to Equipment 

Disposed of the CAT 216 Skid Steer Loader and returned the Komatsu PC18MR 

Replaced with A cat 226 Skid Steer and new Komatsu PC 35 Excavator 
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See Slide 25 for 

map of nesting 

box locations 
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ITEM ACTION 

Rehabilitation – Photographs of Rehab 2015 through to 2024. See Slides 32 - 

42 

General Business 

Nil. 

 

21 Next Meeting 

It was agreed to continue to hold annual meetings.  The next meeting is 

proposed for 14 May 2025.  Venue to be confirmed. 

 

LA noted that an extra-ordinary CCC may be called by any member should anything 

arise. 

 

Meeting closed at 4.39pm with LA inviting members to stay for the site inspection. 

PPE equipment was provided to members, who were driven in two 4WD vehicles around the site. 

MY provided commentary of Operational Activities, Rehabilitation, etc. 

 

Action Items 

ITEM DESCRIPTION  RESPONSIBILITY 

1 Provide names to MY of weeds that should be targeted by SKM.  Complete 

15/5/24 and forwarded to SKM for inclusion in program. 

DE 

 

 

 


